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ARaven  Builds  in  the  flone  Lion’s  Mouth, 

An  Eagle  fits  ort  the  Bow  Window  South  ; 

Fhe  three-thumb’d  Miller  does  three  Kings  Horfes  hoi 
The  flone  Crofl  finks,  as  Nixon  had  fore  toid. 


THE 


INTRODUCTION. 

•  '  -  J  S 


HIS  remarkable  Prophecy  has  been 


carefully  corredted,  and  an  account 
given  of  its  Author  Robert  Nixon,  who, 
though  an  ideot,  and  followed  the  plow, 
was  in  an  amazing  manner  endued  with 
the  fpirit  ©f  Prophecy,  as  the  following 
will  plainly  (hew.  —  As  to  the  credit  of 
this  Prophecy,  I  dare  fay  it  is  as  well  at- 
tefted  as  any  of  the  laft  century. 

I  would  not  have  grave  perfons  defpife 
the  infpirations  of  Nixon;  for  the  late 
French  King  gave  audience  to  an  infpired 
Farmer  ;  and  rewarded  him  witl}  one 
hundred  pounds  for  his  prophetical  intel¬ 
ligence  ;  though  by  what  we  can  learn,  he 
did  not  come  near  unto  Nixon  for  gifts. 

The  Chefhire  Prophecy  h?.s  fo  many 
oddities  in  it,  that  it  cannot  fail  of  being 
entertaining  to  the  reader ;  and  the  fimpli^ 
city,  the  circumflances,  and  the  biftory 
of  it  fo  remarkable,  that  I  could  not  help 
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hope  will  be  much  delighted  with  it  as 
mylelf.' — By  the  way  this  is  not  a  prophe¬ 
cy  of  to-day,  it  is  as  old  as  the  powder- 
plot  :  and  the  ftory  will  make  it  appear, 
that  there  is  as  little  import  ure  in  it  as  the 
Jacobites  pretend  there  is  in  the  perfon  it 
feems  to  have  an  eye  to  5  but  whether  or 
no  they  are  both  impoftures  or  not,  I 
leave  it  to  the  Reader  to  determine. 

ROBERT  NIXON. 


NIXONS 
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NIXON’s  PROPHECY. 

IN  the  Reign  of  King  James  I.  there 
lived  a  fool,  whofe  name  was  Nixon. 
One  day  he  came  in  from  the  plow  out 
of  the  field,  and  laying  down  the  things 
he  had  in  his  hands,  he  remained  fome 
time  in  th?  dumps,  and  then  with  a  very 
hoarfe  voice,  laid,  Now  will  I  prophecy  : 
Then  he  fpoke  as  follows: 

When  a  raven  fhall  build  in  a  ftone 
lion’s  mouth,  on  the  top  of  a  church  in 
Chefhire,  then  a  King  of  England  fhall 
be  driven  out  of  his  Kingdom^  and  never 
return  more. 

When  an  eagle  fhall  build  on  the  top 
the  houfe,  then  an  heir  (hall  be  born  to 
the  Cholmondiey’s  family  ;  and  the  heir 
fhall  live  to  fee  England  invaded  with' fo¬ 
reigners,  who  fhall  proceed  fb  far  as  a 
to wn  in  Chefhire;  but  a  infer  named 
Peter,  fhall  be  born  with  two  heels  on  one 
foot,  and  at  that  time  living  in  a  mill  of 
Mr.  Cholmondley’s,  he  fhall  be  infl  u- 
meatal  in  delivering  the  nation.  The 
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perfon  who  then  governed  the  nation  will 
be  in  trouble  and  fkulk  about.  The  in¬ 
vading  King  fhall  be  killed,  laid  acrofs  a 
horfe’s  back  iilc e  a  calf,  and  led  in  triumph 
The  Miller  having  been  inftrumental  to 
it,  (hall  bring  forth  the  perfon  that  then 
governs  the  kingdom,  and  be  knighted 
for  what  he  has  done  5  and  after  that 
England  lhall  fee  happy  days.  A  young 
new  (et  of  men,  of  virtuous  manners,  fhall 
come,  who  fhall  prosper,  and  make  a 
very  flour.ifhing  church  for  two  hundred 
years. 

As  a  token  of  the  truth  of  all  this,  a 
wall  of  Mr.  Cnolmondley's  fhall  fall :  If 
it  Ti  ls  downwards,  'the  church  fhall  be 
opprefied,  and  never  r  fe  no  more;  but 
if  upwards,  next  the  rifmg  hill  on  the 
fide  cf  it,  then  it  (hall  again  flourifh.  * — 
Under  this  wall  fhall  be  found  the  bones 
of  a  Britifh  King. 

A.  pond  fhall  run  with  blood  three 
days,  and  the  crofs  (lone  pillar  in  the  fo- 
refbhnk  fo  low  into  the  ground,  that  a 
{row  from  the  top  of  it  fhall  drink  the 
bed  blood  in  England. 

A  boy  (hall  be  born  with  three  thumbs, 
and  (hall  hold  three  King’s  horfcs,  while 
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England  fhall  three  times  be  won  and 
loft  in  in  one  day. 

The  original  may  be  feen  in  feveral 
families  in  that  county,  and  is  par  icnlarly 
in  the  hands -of  Mr.  Egerton  of  Olton, 
with  many  other  remarkables,  as  that 
Pecfoi  ton  wind-mill  (hall  be  removed  to 
Ludditon-Hall  ;  and  that  Olton  Mill 
fhall  be  driven  with  blood  inftead  of 
water.  All  w’oich  Prophecies  have  be?n 
made  manifeft  in  the  following  manner  : 

The  family  of  the  Cholmondleys  is  ve¬ 
ry  ancient  in  Chefhire,and  takes  its  name 
from  a  place  fo  called  near  Nantwich  : 
there  are  alfo  Choimton  and  Cholmodef- 
ton  ;  but  the  feat  of  that  branch  of  the 
family,  which  kept  oar  prophet  Nixon, 
is  at  Vale  Royal,  on  the  river  Wever,  in 
de  la  Mere  foreft.  It  was  formerly  an 
Abbey,  founded  by  Edward  I.  and  came 
to  the  Cholmondleys  from  the  famous 
family  of  the  Plolcrofs.  When  N  xon 
prophefied  this  family  was  extindt,  the 
heir  having  married  Sir  Walter  St.John’s 
daughter,  a  lady  not  reckoned  very  young, 
who  nothwnhftanding  being  with-child, 
fell  in  labour,  and  continued  fo  for  three 
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days ;  dicing  which  time  an  Eagle  fat  on 
the  houfe  top,  and  fled  away  as  foon  as 
ihe  was  delivered  of  a  fon. 

A  Raven  is  alfo  known  to  have  built-in 

•  V 

a  flone  lion’s  mouth  in  the  fteeple  of  the 
church  at  Over,  in  the  fored  of  de  la 
Mere.  Not  long  before  the  abdication  of 
King  James  the  wall  fpoken  of  fell  down, 
and  fell  upwards  ;  and  in  removing  the 
rubbifh,  were  found  the  bones  of  a  man 
cf  more  than  ordinary  fize.  A  pond  at  the 
fame  time  ran  with  water  that  had  a  red- 
difh  tindture,  and  was  never  known  to 
have  done  fo  before  nor  fince. 

Headlefs  Crofe  in  the  Foreft,  which  in 
the  memory  of  man  was  feveral  feet  high, 
is  now  funk  within  half  a  foot  of  the 

parifh  of  Bud  worth  a  boy  was 
born  with  three  thumbs  about  eighteen 
years  ago,  the  youth  is  ftill  living  there, 
and  the  Miller  Peter  lives  in  Nogginfhire 
Addis,  in  expectation  of  fulfilling  tb  s 
Prophecy  in  the  perfon  of  Perkin.  He 
has  alfo  two  heels  an  one  foot,  but  I 
find  he  intends  to  ufe  them  in  the  intereft 
of  King  George ;  is  zealous  for  the  Pro- 
tefhnt  fucccflion  in  the  houfe  of  Hand- 

r  '  „ , 


ground. 
In  th 
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ver,  has  a  vote  for  the  Knights  of  the 
Shire,  and  gives  his  vote  on  the  right  fide* 
in  one  word,  Peter  will  prate  and  box  for 
the  good  old  caufe  Nixon  lifted  him  ig, 
which  none  bids  fairer  for  ;  which  the 
lady  Egerton  perceiving,  and  wifhing 
well  to  another  revolution,  fhe  very  of¬ 
ten  defired  her  hufband  to  turn  him  out  of 
the  mill ;  but  he  looked  on  it  as  wbimfi- 
cal,  and  Peter  continues  there  in  hopes  of 
being  a  Knight. 

Of  this  Peter,  I  have  been  told  the  lady 
Narcliff,  of  Chelfea,  and  Lady  St.  John 
of  Batterfea,  together  with  feveral  other 
perfons  of  credit  and  faChion,  have  atteft> 
ed  the  truth  of  this  prophecy. 

The  noife  of  N  ixo-n’s  predi&ions  com¬ 
ing  to  the  ears  of  the  King,  he  would 
needs  fee  this  fool  ;  he  cried,  and  made 
much  ado  that  he  might  not  go  to  court, 
and  the  reafon  he  gave  was  that  he  (houlcl 
be  ftarved.  The  King  being  informed 
of  Nixon’s  refuting  to  come,  faid.  He 
would  take  particular  care  that  he  (hould 
not  be  ftarved  ;  and  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  up. — Nixon  cried  out,  he  was 
fent  for  again  ;  and  foon  after  the  meffen- 
ger  arrived,  who  brought  him  up  from 
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Chefhire.  How,  or  whether  he  prophe- 

Tied  to  his  Majefty  nobody  can  tell,  but 
lie  is  not  the  firfb  fool  that  ba$  made  a 
good  court  prophet.—* That  Mixon  might 
be  well  provided  for,  it  was  ordered  that 
he  Should  be  kept  in  the  kitchen  ;  but  he 
grew  fo  troublelome  in  licking  and  pick¬ 
ing  the  meat,  that  the  cooks  locked  him 
in  a  hole,  and  the  King  going  on  a  fud- 
den  from  Hampton  Court  to  London, 
they  forgot  Nixon  in  the  hurry,  and  he 

was  ftarved  to  death.  7 

» 

Therf  are  many  paffages  of  this  fool- 
prophet  s  life  and  fayings  tranfmitted  by 
traditions  from  fathers  in  this  county ; 
as  that  when  he  lived  with  a  farmer,  be¬ 
fore  he  was  taken  into  Mr.  Cholmondiey’s 
family,  he  gored  an  oxfo  terribly  that  one 
of  the  ploughmen  threatened  to  beat  him 
for  abufmg  his  matter's  beaft.  Nixon 
laid.  My  matter's  beaft  will  not  be  his 
three  days.  A  life  in  an  eftate  dropping 
in  that  time,  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  took 
the  fame  ox  for  an  harriot. 

Among  others  who  attefted  the  fa<3s 
relating  to  the  above  prophecies  was  Mrs 
Chute,  lifter  to  Mrs.  Cholmondely,  was 


(  r  i  5  \ 

affirmed.  That  the  multitude  of  peopf#' 
gathering  together  to  fee  the  raven  before 
mentioned,  the  bird  was  affrighted  from 
her  young;  that  (he  herfelf  was  one;  and 
the  cry  among  the  people  was,  Nixon's 
prophecy  is  come  to  pals,  and  we  (hall 
have  a  foreign  King.  She  declared  that 
fhe  read  ever  the  prophecy  many  times 
when  her  lifter  was  with  child  of  the  heir 
who  now  enjoys  the  eftate.  She  particu¬ 
larly  remembered  that  King  James  II.  was 
there  plainly  pointed  at,  and  that  it  was 
foretold  he  fhoald  endeavour  to  fubvert 
the  laws  and  religion  of  this  kingdom ; 
for  which  reafon  they  Ihould  rife  and  turn 
him  out. — That  the  Eagle  of  which  Nix¬ 
on  prophefied,  perched  in  one  of  the 
windows  all  the  time  her  After  was  in  la¬ 
bour  ;  that  it  was  the  biggeft  bird  Ihe 
ever  faw,  and  that  it  was  in  a  deep  fnow^ 
and  that  it  perched  on  the  edge  of  a  bow- 
window  which  had  a  large  border  on  the 
out- fide ;  and  that  (he  and  many  others 
opened  the  window  to  fcare  it  away,  bat 
it  would  not  move  till  Mrs,  Choi  mondley’ 
was  delivered  ?  after  which  it  took  flight 
to  a  great  tree  over  again  ft  the  room  her 
lifter  lay  in,  where  having  (laid  three 
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•idays,  it  flew  away  in  the  night.— -That 
tfee  falling  of  the  garden  wall  was  a  thing 
not  to  be  queftioned,  it  being  in  fo  many 
people’s  memory.— That  it  was  foretold 
the  heir  of  Vale  Royal  fhould  live  to  fee 
England  invaded  with  foreigners  ;  and 
he  fhould  fight  bravely  for  his  King  and 
country :  that  the  miller  is  alive,  expedt- 
ing  knighthood,  and  is  in  the  very  mill* 
that  it  is  foretold  he  fhall  kill  two  inva¬ 
ders,  who  would  come  in,  one  from  the 
Weft,  and  the  other  from  the  North; 
that  he  from  the  North  fhould  bring  with 
him  the  Swedes,  Deans,  Germans,  and 
JDutch;  and  in  the  folds  of  his  garments 
he  would  bring  fire,  famine,  plague,  and 
murder.  —  That  many  battles  fhould  be 
fought  in  England,  and  one  on  London- 
Bridge,  which  fhould  be  fo  bloody  that 
people  fhould  ride  up  to  their  horfes  bel¬ 
lies  in  blood.  That  leveral  battles  fhould 
be  fought  in  the  county  Palatine  of  Che- 
fhire  *  and  that  the  laft  in  England  was 
to  be  on  de  la  Mere  foreft. — That  the 
heir  of  Orton,  whofe  name  is  E« — ,  and 
has  married  Earl  Cholmondley’s  After, 
fhould  be  hanged  at  his  own  gate. 

Laftly, 
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Laflly,  Nixon  fortels  great  glory  and 
prolperity  to  thofe  who  hand  in  defence 
of  their  laws  and  liberties,  and  mifery  to 
thofe  who  betray  them.  He  fays,  The 
year  before  this  would  happen,  bread 
would  be  very  dear,  and  the  year  follow¬ 
ing  more  troubles  fhould  begin,  which 
would  laft  three  years :  That  the  firft 
would  be  moderate,  the  fecond  bloody, 
and  the  third  intolerable  ;  and  there  was 
'no  mifchief  but  poor  England  (hall  feel 
at  that  time  ;  buEthat  George  the  fon  of 
George  fhould  put  an  end  to  all ;  and  the 
church  fhould.  flourifh,  and  England  be 
the  mod  glorious  nation  on  the  earth. 

Sir  Thomas  Afhton  fays  thefe  fadts  are 
well  known  by  every  one  to  have  hap¬ 
pened  as  Nixon  laid  they  would,  adding. 
That  the  morning  before  the  garden  wall 
fell,  his  neighbour  Mr.  Cholmondley  go¬ 
ing  a  hunting,  faid,  Nixon  ieldom  fails, 
but  now  I  think  he  will ;  for  he  foretold 
That  this  day  my  garden  wall  fhould  fall, 
and  I  think  it  looks  as  ftrong  as  if  it  would 
Hand  thefe  forty  years.  That  he  had  not 
been  gone  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
wall  Split,  and  fell  upwards  againft  the 
riling  of  the  hill,  which,  as  Nixon  fore- 
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told  was  theprefage  of  a  flourishing  fUte 
to  the  church. 

As  there  are  feveral  particulars  in  ths 
prophecy  unfulfilled,  fo  when  they  come 
to  paP,  fome  other  circumftances  maybe 
added,  that  are  not  convenient  to  be  told 
till  accomplished.  And  we  further  hope, 
that  from  the  veracity  of  the  foregoing 
evidences,  the  truth  of  the  related  accom- 
plifliments  of  Nixon’s  Prophecy  will  not 
be  doubted  by  the  Reader. 


CHAP. 


r 
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THE 

LIFE  of  NIXON, 

THE 

Cheftiire  Prophet. 

In  a  Letter  from  NANTWICH. 

iff  \  , 

1HAVE  read  your  Chefhire  Prophecy, 
and  muft  needs  (ay,  that  what  you 
have  added  is  to  be  found  in  the  original, 
and  have  now  fent  you  fome  material  paf- 
fages  to  make  it  eompleat  :  to  which  I 
have  added  a  fliort  account  of  his  life, 
**hich  I  have  had  from  one  Old  Wood¬ 
man  of  Copnal,  who  is  now  the  only 
man  I  can  meet  with  that  remembered 
the  Prophet. 

He  fays  that  Nixon  was  a  fliort,  fquab 
fellow,  had  a  great  head  and  goggle  eyes ; 
that  he  ufed  to  drive  as  he  fpoke,  which 
was  very  feldom,  and  was  extremely  furly 
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He  particularly  had  fpite  again  ft  chil¬ 
dren,  tfpecially  if  they  made  fport  of  him, 
and  would  run  after  them  and  beat, them. 
He  was  at  firft  a  plough  hoy  to  farmer 
Crouton  of .  Swanton,  and  fo  ftubborn, 
they  could  make  him  do  nothing  without 
beating.  They  could  feldom  get  any 
thing  oat  of  him  but  Yes  and  No,  unlels 
he  was  pinched  with  hunger;  for  he  had 
a  very  good  ftomach,  and  could  eat  up  a 
fhouider  of  mutton  at  one  meal,  with  a 
good  hunch  of  bread  and  cheefe  after  it. 

The  firft  time  he  was  found  out  to  he 
a  prophet  was  on  this  occafion  :  farmer 
Crow  ton  being  one  day  at  work  in  the 
field  near  the  river  Wever,  and  his  boy 
Nixon  followed  him ;  the  boy  flopped  on 
a  fudden,  dropped  his  bottle  and  buget, 
and  flood  motionlefs,  with  his  eyes  fixed 
towards  heaven  ;  when  he  recovered,  he 
took  up  the  things  he  dropped,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  plough.  His  mafter  and  thp 
men,  who  were  at  work  in  the  fame  field, 
flood  by  all  the  while,  and  thought  him 
in  a  fit,  but  wondered  he  did  not  fall. 
He  feemed  quite  infenfible  of  any  altera¬ 
tion  that  had  happened  to  him  ;  but  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  talked  very 
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reafonable  about  fevcral  things  which  had 
been  done  feme  time  before,  and  dropped 
expreffions  of  others  that  were  to  be  done, 
which  prefently  made  his  mafter  andthofe 
about  him  conclude  Nixon’s  dulnefs  had 
fomething  facred  in  it,  and  that  his  words 
were  oracles,  efpecially  when  fome  things 
he  foretold  fell  out  according  to  his  pre¬ 
diction.  It  was  with  the  farmer  he  lived 
when  he  prophefied  of  his  mafter’s  ox, 
as  before-mentioned  in  this  hiftorv. 

j 

I  mu  ft  here  corredl  an  error  which  you 
have  been  led  into  concerning  the  wall, 
which  fome  zealous  perfons  have  applied 
to  the  church  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  it  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  ftate  only  ;  for  Woodman  fays, 
that  its  fall  was  to  denote  fome  remarka¬ 
ble  change  in  government ;  that  if  it  fell 
inwards  on  a  ferene  day,  it  was  to  be  an 
advantageous  change  ;  but  if  it  fell  into 
the  brook  on  a  ftormy  day,  that  the 
contrary.  To  this  they  added,  that  the 
Cholmondley  family  kept  feveral  men  in 
yearly  pay  to  fopport  the  wall,  and  every 
month  to  jn fpeeft  it  all  round,  that  it  was 
buttreffed  both  within  and  without ;  and 
the  week  before  it  fell  down  the  work¬ 
men  gave  their  report,  that  it  was  fo 
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ftrong  it  m’ght  reafonably  ftand  an  nun- 
drcd  years  without  repairs.  —  It  fell  on 
Auguftq.,  1688,  about  eleven  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  being  a  very  calm  and  clear  day  ; 
and  it  fell  inwards  all  at  once,  and  not  (o 
much  as  one  (ingle  (lone  falling  outwards. 
This  happening  fo  (hort  a  time  before 
the  Revolution,  it  was  taken  notice  of  as 
an  incident  much  to  our  advantage  ;  and 
as  the  men  of  Chdhire  were  as  much  in 
the  intereft  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  as 
any  county  in  England,  why  may  we  not 
imagine  that  Nixon’s  Prophecy  contribut¬ 
ed  to  it.  —  The  objection  may  be,  That 
Thomas  Cholmondley,  Efq.  was  a  Jaco¬ 
bite,  and  that  nothing  about  him  could 
contribute  to  the  Revolution  ;  but  his  be¬ 
ing  a  Jacobite  gives  the  greater  authority 
to  the  predi&ion,  and  the  fulfilling  it-,  for 
it  is  not  likely,  for  one  that  was  fucli  an 
enemy  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  fhould 
let  a  miracle  be  wrought  in  favour  of  the 
happy  change  it  fo  foon  accomplilhed.-— 
This  prophecy  alfo  much  animated  the 
people  of  Chethire,  when  the  Rebels  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Prefton,  intending  to  march 
through  that  county  into  Fiintfhire,  and 
Dsnbyfhire  ;  and  if  they  had,  their  rout 


(  *9  ) 

rnuft  have  been  through  de  la  Mere  fo- 
reft,  where  Nixon  lived  and  prophehed  > 
and  the  Miller  Peter  with  his  countrymen 
were  determined  to  have  given  great  cre¬ 
dit  to  your  prophecy,  which  is  abufed, 
when  it  hasany  interpretation  applied  to 
it  which  has  an  eye  to  Popery  and  flave- 
ry  :  for  as  great  a  fool  as  Nixon  was,  he 
was  not  fo  fh.ipid  as  many  of  our  modern 
zealots,  nor  never  dropped  a  word  again  ft 
the  Proteilan.t  religion.  —  But  pleafe  to 
pa  don  the  digreffion,  and  now  I  will  re¬ 
turn  to  old  Woodman. 

He  further  informed  me,  That  after  it 
was  known  what  a  prophet  farmer  Crow- 
ton  had  in  his  family,  Mr.  Cholmondley 
feat  for  him,  and  kept  him  at  his  houfe, 
giving  him  in  charge  to  his  fteward,  and 
ordered  him  to  try  if  he  could  make  any 
thing  of  him,  and  learn  him  to  read  3  but 
Nixon’s  ftupidity  increafed  the  more  on 
him  the  more  the  fteward  endeavoured 
to  improve  him  ;  and  the  moft  that  ha 
could  get  out  of  him  was  juft  to  make 
him  held  the  goad  right,  and  drive  the 
oxen  to  plow. — As  he  was  once  in  the 
fields  with  the  reft  of  Mr.  Cholmondley ’s 
fervants,  he  let  fall  his  goad  on  a  f udden. 
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as  he  had  done  his  bottle  and  budget  be¬ 
fore.  He  flood  motionlefs  after  the  fame 
manner,  with  his  eyes  fixed  towards  hea¬ 
ven.  The  fervants  talked  to  him,  and 
beat  him,  to  drive  him  to  work,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  He  remained  in  a  fort  of  trance 
for  about  an  hour,  and  then  recovering, 
he  took  up  his  goad  and  went  on  his  bj- 
finefs,  as  if  nothing  had  befallen  him. 
One  of  Mr.  Cholmondley’s  men  afked 
him  what  ailed  him  ?  and  why  he  flood 
there  fo  long  ?  to  which  he  replied,  He 
had  feen  thofe  things  which  he  coaid  not 
tell  them,  and  which  man  never  faw  be¬ 
fore.  He  then  difcourfed  with  the  fer¬ 
vants,  who  crowded  round  him,  for  near 
two  hours,  and  fpake  as  reasonable  as  the 
bed  of  them  could  have  done,  without 
the  lead  hefitation.  He  foretold  the  Ci¬ 
vil  Wars,  the  Death  of  Charles  I.  the  Ref- 
toration  of  Charles  II.  the  Revolution, 
a  glorious  war  with  France,  and  theflou- 
rifhing  date  of  this  kingdom  after  it  ; 
adding,  Thefe  things  will  as  certainly  be, 
as  I  (hall  be  fent  for  by  the  King,  and 
darved  to  death,-'  —  When  he  had  fi¬ 
nished  his  fpeech,  he ‘returned  unto  his 
wonted  duiaefs  and  filence,  and  was  al- 
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ways  dull  and  mute,  unlefs  in  one  of  his 
trances,  when  he  fpoke  clearly,  and  with 
an  air  of  aflurance  that  they  would  be 
accomplilhed*  As  foon  as  the  fervants 
came  home,  they  informed  their  matter 
of  the  prodigy,  and  Mr.  Cholmondley 
ordered  them  to  write  down  as  much  as 
they  could  remember,  which  they  did,, 
and  it  is  preferved  in  the  family  like  hid¬ 
den  treafure. 

As  for  Nixon’s  being  fent  for  to  court 
by  King  James  I.  Woodman  informs  me 
it  was  thus :  That  when  he  came  to  the 
court  the  King  gave  him  in  charge  to 
one  of  his  officers,  commanding  him  to 
keep  him  in  clofe  confinement,  and  make 
ftrid  obfervations  on  his  behaviour,  as  he 
could  be  affined  he  was  no’  impoftor.-— 
This  gentleman  kept  Nixon  locked  up, 
and  going  in  a  hurry  with  king  James  to 
Theobalds,  he  forgot  to  take  care  of  him, 
and  ferve  him  with  provifions  till  his  re¬ 
turn,  whereby  he  was  ftarved  to  death. 
— It  mutt  be  obferved,  Nixon  could  not 
fpeak,  unlefs  when  he  came  out  of  his 
trance,  and  he  could  not  pronounce  one 
fenfible  word  more  than  Aye  or  No,  un¬ 
lefs.  when  pronouncing  his  oracles  an<j 
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what  is  very  remarkable,  after  he  came  to 
court,  he  noways  fatisfied their  curiofity, 
for  he  remained  entirely  dumb. 

Nixon  was  very  grateful  to  his  matter 
Cholmondley,  for  he  propheiied  the  heir 
to  be  born  to  his  family  threefcore  and  ten 
years  after,  fhould  be  endowed  with  emi¬ 
nent  qualifications,  and  arrive  at  greater 
honour  than  any  of  his  anceftors.  That 
he  fhould  diftinguifli  himfelf  by  his  loy¬ 
alty  and  fervices  to  the  King  then  reign¬ 
ing,  and  after  the  happy  fettlement  that 
fhould  fucceed  the  ftruggle,  the  peace 
fhould  be  lafting,  with  a  feries  of  hon¬ 
our  and  glory  unto  the  nation. 

This  child,  prophefied  Nixon,  fhall  be  * 
known  by  trie  appearance  of  an  eagle  af 
the  time  of  his  birth.  A  long  time  before 
the  eagle  appeared  the  country  people 
ufed  to  look  out  for  it,  and  as  often  as  he 
Lady  of  Vale  Royal  lay-in,  they  would 
cry,  Where  is  the  Eagle  ?  when  will 
N  fxon’s  heir  be  born?  The  appearance  of 
the  Eagle  was  about  twenty-five  years  a- 
go.  The  Lady  who  lay-in  was  aunt  to 
Henry  St.  John,  late  Lord  Bollingbroke. 
When  fhe  was  in  labour  fhe  heard  great 
fhoutings  and  acclamations  of  joy,  and 
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enquiring  the  reafon,  was  told  the  Eagle 
was  come.  Upon  which  her  After  and 
Adrs.  J.  S.  who  are  both  Lying,  went  to 
the  window,  faw  the  Eagle  fit  on  the 
bow,  and  looked  at  it  above  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  It  was  leen  alfo  by  feveral  thou¬ 
sand  people,  as  is  fuch  a  confirmation  of 
Nixon’s  prophecy,  that  the  truth  is  not 
to  be  doubted  by  either  gentle  or  Ample, 
There  is  lome  variation  in  the  prophecy 
concerning  the  competitors  for  the  Jting- 
dorns :  The  Dutch,  Germans,  and  the 
Danes  are  to  conquer  thofe  that  bring  fire 
and  famine,  plague  and  murder  in  the 
folds  of  their  garments:  none  but  Papifts 
would  bring  fuch  ruin  among  Proteftants. 
As  for  the  Miller  Peter,  he  was  born  a- 
bout  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  Nix- 
on  piophefied  t.iat  he  fhould  have  two 
heels  on  one  foot,  and  be  knighted;  The 
two  heels  he  has  got  already,  but  the 
i0bthood  are  not  yet  come  to 
his  lot,  _  Yet,  however,  the  country  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  neighbourhood  have  knighted 
him  thefe  many  years,  and  honeft  Peter 

the  Miller  is  now  Sir  Peter  in  the  mouth 
or  every  body. 
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I  mail  here  corre£t  an  error  of  Doctor 
Addifon  in  his  Freeholder,  who  has  not 
read  your  Prophecy  with  that  attention 
and  regard  a  thing  of  fuch  importance 
deferves  3  for  he  gives  the  miller  two 
heels.  A  miftake  in  the  text  of  a  prophe¬ 
cy  is  of  very  dangerous  confequences  3 
and  I  do  not  doubt  but  this  error  will  be 
corre&ed  in  future  editions,  and  juftice 

done  unto  honeft  Peter  the  Miller. 

...  *  «. 

I  arp  Sir, 

Your’Sj&c. 

W.  E. 
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Thus  we  have  endeavoured,  by  giving 
the  (everal  recitals  and  atteftaticns  of  ma¬ 
ny  perfons  of  probity  and  veracity,  con¬ 
cerning  the  prophecies  of  this  man  3  and 
(hall  leave  the  reader  to  judge  of  it  ac¬ 
cordingly. 


F  I  N  I  S, 


